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miscreants cannot resist themselves without arms, they do
not need to be advised to carry arms. They will do so.
There is something wrong in this constant enquiry as to
whether to bear arms or not. People have to learn to be
naturally independent. If they will remember the central
teaching, namely, that the real effective resistance lies in
non-violence, they will model their conduct accordingly.
And that is what the world has been doing although un-
thinkingly. Since it is not the highest courage, namely,
courage born of non-violence, it arms itself even unto the
atom bomb. Those who do not see in it the futility of
violence will naturally arm themselves to the best of their
ability.
In India since my return from South Africa, there has
been conscious and constant training in non-violence with
the result we have seen.
Q. Can a woman be advised to take her own life
rather than surrender ?
A. This question requires a definite answer. I answer-
ed it in Delhi just before leaving for Noakhali. A woman
would most certainly take her own life rather than sur-
render. In other words, surrender has no room in my
plan of life. But I was asked in what way to take one's
life. I promptly said it was not for me to prescribe the
means and behind the approval of suicide under such cir-
cumstances was and is the belief that one whose mind is
prepared for even suicide will have the requisite courage
for such mental resistance and such internal purity that
her assailant will be disarmed. I could not carry the argu-
ment any further because it does not admit of further
development. It requires positive proof which, I own, is
lacking.
Q. If the choice is between taking one's own life or
that of the assailant, which would you advise ?
A.   When it is a question of choice between killing
oneself or the assailant, I have no doubt, in my mind that
the first should be the choice.
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